Goals of the ESL Program
The primary linguistic goals of the instructional program for ELLs in the Woonsocket School District are to:

1- provide developmentally appropriate English language instruction tailored for the students’ level of English proficiency

2- provide research-based content instruction while developing English Language proficiency 

3- develop full English proficiency within 1-5 years depending on the ELL students initial proficiency level, and

4- develop a positive attitude toward the native culture and that of the majority group 

Where do we come from?

Puerto Rico

Dominican Republic

Vietnam

Africa

Laos        Ecuador
Mexico

Iraq

Egypt

Poland

ESL Programs

Sheltered Instruction Program

· elementary level

· grades K-5     

· ELLs receive language support 
Collaborative ESL

· middle school

· grades 6-8

· ESL teachers and content teachers work together to provide ELLs with English and content skills

ESL Instruction

· High School

· Grades 9-12

· English instruction is with the ESL teacher and content instruction is in the  mainstream
· ESL teachers: English, Social Studies, Math, Reading
    Special Education Services are    

     available in all grade levels.

     401-235-6125  ext 4205

Klimoges@woonsocketschools.com
ltilano@woonsocketschools.com

Woonsocket Education

Department ESL 

Program 
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Proficiency Levels

The ACCESS Test is used to determine the students’ level of proficiency.

· Entering & Emerging Level-3 hours/periods

· Developing Level-2 hours/periods

· Expanding/Bridging-1 hour/period

Instruction develops the students’ ability to listen, speak, read, and write academic English, is aligned with WIDA standards, and incorporates content knowledge and concepts aligned to Common Core Standards.
Assessments
Native language testing

Reading tests:

· Fountas Pinnell K-5

· Orchard grades 6-8

· Scholastic Reading grades 9-12

· Teacher Formative Tests

· ACCESS Test January-February
· PARCC 
Program Exit Requirements
Exit requirements are aligned with state regulations. There are three required criteria for exit:
1.  ACCESS for ELLs®

• Literacy Composite score ≥ 4.5 AND

• Comprehension Composite score ≥ 5.0   

                       AND

• Speaking Proficiency Level Score above a  district established minimum


            OR

 PARRC Reading  score ≥ Level 3   

               AND

ACCESS for ELLs®

Overall Composite Proficiency Level

score  above a district-established

minimum

2. Any three of the following criteria:

2• Passing grades in all core content
  classes (as reflected on mid-year or 
  end-of-year report card),  or

• ESL/bilingual Education teacher
   recommendation,  or

• At least two general education core 
   content teacher recommendations, or

• At least three writing samples   

  demonstrating skill not more than one 
  year below grade level,  or

• Score on a district reading assessment 
   not more than one year below grade 
   level as defined by the publisher or the  

   district
3. The student is in grades 1-12 (Kindergarteners are not eligible for exit)
Parental Rights
Parents have the right to decline ELL programs and to remove their child from the ELL program.
 If  parents choose to waive their child from  ELL program services, the student will still be considered to be an English Language Learner who must be assessed on the state’s annual English Language Proficiency assessment. 
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ESL Home-School Liaison

· works collaboratively with administrators, teachers, and parents 
· provides  parent information sessions, workshops, and  organizes family events.  
· Supports  ELL students and their families by increasing communication for students, parents, teachers, and administrators  
